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Celebrating Sustainable Timber Construction

The WoodPoP Dara Award 2026 celebrates outstanding achievements in timber
architecture and engineering at pan-European level. The first edition honours projects
that demonstrate innovation, sustainability, and aesthetic appeal in timber design,
as well as contributions to policy and societal impact in alignment with the WoodPoP’s
principles. The competition will highlight existing projects that showcase timber as the
primary building material, whether in new buildings, renovations, infrastructure or

extensions.

Selected projects will be honoured back to back with the 5™ High-Level Meeting of the
European Wood Policy Platform in a special Award Ceremony on 26 November 2026 and

promoted across WoodPoP’s digital platforms.



WoodPoP DARA Award Scoring Board

Each section first outlines the questions to be answered in the submission form, followed by
the criteria that will guide the evaluation.

The five sections below provided candidates with the opportunity to submit detailed in-
formation about each project.

Each sectionfirst outlines the questions to be answered in the submission form, followed
by the criteria to guide the evaluation, without prejudice to other aspects that Jury Mem-
bers may consider relevant for assessment.

Candidates are encouraged to include additional aspects they wish to highlight that may
strengthen their submission.

In addition, Section 5 provides an opportunity to add any further information that is con-
sidered relevant and has not been covered in the previous sections.

Each criterion will be rated as: Good, Very Good, Excellent and Outstanding

Table 1. Score for each category according to the value of each section

Maximum score for the section

Category 10 points | 15 points | 25 points
Good 4 6 10
Very Good 6 9 15
Excellent 8 12 20
Outstanding 10 15 25




Section 1: Design and construction, 25 points

1. Aesthetic and architectural features and integration of elements

Q1.1: What are the project's most striking aesthetic and architectural features? Does it express
a clear conceptualvision, and if so, what is the central message?

Q1.2: How effectively does the project integrate structural, functional, and economic consider-
ations?

**

Guiding criteria:

a) Clarity, originality and structural integrity

b) Functional efficiency, accessibility and usability

c) Integration of design with context and surroundings
d) Synergy between design and performance

e) Performance uniquely enabled by wood

Comments and additional considerations

Section 2: Wood use and innovation, 25 points

2. Innovation, scalability and efficient use of wood

Q2.1: How does the project encourage and exemplify the sustainable and efficient use of wood
in construction?

Q2.2: How does the project anticipate future needs through innovative and distinctive ap-
proaches, demonstrating potential for scalability and replication?

**

Guiding criteria:
a) Cost-effectiveness and optimisation of wood material use (efficient spanning, reduced
waste, optimised cross-sections...)
b) Lifecycle analysis and carbon footprint
c) Use of advanced timber technologies
d) Innovative modular or prefabricated systems

Comments and additional considerations




Section 3: Sustainability, 25 points

3. Circularity, resource management and environmental impact

Q83.1: Which measures are implemented to ensure energy efficiency and reduce environmental
impact throughout the building's lifetime?

Q3.2: How are the principles of circularity and sustainable resource management integrated
throughout the project’s life cycle?

**

Guiding criteria:

a) Design for disassembly

b) Passive design strategies

c) Use of local resources and wood fibre-based materials throughout the building
d) Cascading use of wood, reuse and recyclability of materials

Comments and additional considerations

Section 4: Policy contribution and societal impact, 15
points

4. Alignment with the European WoodPoP Policy, support of the New European Bauhaus
Values and development of policies leading to a new European culture of wood con-
struction’

Q4.1: How does the project align with the principles of the European WoodPoP Policy Platform?

Q4.2: To what extent does the project demonstrate alighment with the values and principles of
the New European Bauhaus, namely: sustainability, beauty and inclusivity?

Q4.3: What are the considerations that the project has included to offer sustainable and afford-
able housing for citizens?

**

Guiding criteria:
a) Building codes and regulatory impact
b) Promotion of timber construction in the public sector
) Market and societal uptake
) Marriage of science and technology
) Public engagement and education
f) Affordability

® O O

Comments and additional considerations:

! Examples include European Affordable Housing Plan, The European Green Deal and the EU Forest Strategy for 2030.


https://woodpop.eu/resources/wood-policy-paper/
https://new-european-bauhaus.europa.eu/tools-and-resources/use-compass_en

Section 5: Additional information, 10 points

5. Additional supporting details:
Q5.1: Would you like to provide any further information to support your application?

*k*

Guiding criteria:
a) Testimonials, community feedback or awards
b) Research oracademic contributions, living laboratory, etc.
c) Broaderimpactor legacy
d) Unique aspects not covered in other sections

Comments and additional considerations:

Final evaluation summary

Final Score (Evaluator score/ maximum points)

1. Design & Construction: /25
2. Wood use and innovation /25
3. Sustainability: /25
4. Policy contribution and societal impact: /15
5. Additional information: /10

Total: /100

General comments and recommendations:




Further information and contact details

For further information, kindly consult the dedicated webpage at
https://woodpop.eu/woodpop-dara-award/

Should you have any more questions, please contact the WoodPoP Dara Award
Secretariat under: dara.award@woodpop.eu

Dara Award Webpage


https://woodpop.eu/woodpop-dara-award/
mailto:dara.award@woodpop.eu

